Report by Ron and Roxanne Claassen
Trip to Paraguay
The Month of February, 2016

We hal a great trip to Paraguay. We wehere for the full month of Februar016.We did two 3day
training events and one 4layeventand four 1 day consultations with several school districls.
addition we did some sightseeing and visited some Mennonite colonies in the Chaco.

We were met at the airport in Asuncion by Horst (Holly) Bergen. Hej§
an area pastor who studied atévinonite Brethren Biblical Seminaryn
Fresno and during that time took the course that | taught called a Balj:
Institute in Conflict Resolution and Mediation. It was great to see a j§
familiar person and he was very gracious in helping us get settled inf§
hotel, Portaldel Sol, and in giving us a genaydéntation to Asuncion
and CatgioJohannessutenberg.

{ DISCIPLINA QUE
Our book Discipline That Restoresas translated into Spanish By RESTAURA
Centro de Estudios de Theologica Anabautista (CEIRAR)abaptist '
organization gnder the drection ofRobert Wienyat the Mennonite
Seminaryin Asuncion in 2013

A few schools had all of their teachers read it and then they started to implement it. Our Restorat
Justice Disciplingraining eventgbased on our book Discipline That Ressx; DTRDQR involved more
than 350 teaches and administrators. He schools that had iplementedDTR(Disciplina Que Restaura
¢ DQRin Spanishand ETAP, the organization that translated our boekere the oneghat initiated

our coming to Paraguaynd they were our hosts.

All of the training and consultation was done with the help of

translators Gerado Panotto is translating for RoFhe first training
was with ColegidohannesGutenberg, where Delbert Unruh is the
Superintendent. They have 1300 students. The school was startei

read the book prior to the
training. They invited sevdra
other related Mennonite
schools to join them in their
training. It was the largest with
about 250 participants. Role

3 play and discussion
was a challenge and
the participants were
very cooperative and
it worked out
amazingly well.




Centro Educatiy
Nandepra hosted the
second training. It was
started by Monica
Huck Guzman anier
husbandGaston, an
Argentinian/German

. couple, as an
orphanage and nowt
has grown into d&-12
school Our

translator, Monica
Benitez,s pictured

with us. They have
worked at implementation and are very committed to full DQR
implementation. They also invited several schools to join with them in th
training and that included several teachers from a sistéos! and
representation from threeMennonite German schoola the Claco from

Filadelfa in the Femheim Colony. ietured with us are two of the translators
of our book Valeria Guzman and Wilson Benitez, teas from Centro
Educativo Nandara.

The third training, hosted by Robert
Wiens(standing next to Ror)f
CETAP, was at the Mennonite
Seminary(CEMTA&Nd included some
of their faculty, some Chaco teachers

and socialphycologyworkers(includingdirector of the social
services, Eduard Friesen, from Loma Plata in the Menno  §
Colony)and several administratofsom schools surrounding
the seminary.Roxanne is leading the group with the help of
our translator, Magali Sanch@\ll of the training event
leaders invited u$o includethe underlyingBiblical and
Christian valueggachings, and references that aretn
explicit in our boolecausst isintended for the public school
audience in the US.



The followup consultation days were with the leaders from

several of these schools and we heard their immediatgedr,

and 5year plans. Their enthusiasm acommitment about

ending their punitive discipline plan and implementing a
restorative discipline system that reflects the Biblical ideas of

| shalom, agape, restorative justice, forgivengmacemaking

and reconciliation was inspiringnd encouraging for usTheir

commitment to make the very difficult shift from punitive

discipline to restorative discipline was amazii@pme even

added a 30 year plan to not only create a model DQR school, but

to train and help 80% of all Paraguayan schools implement DQR.

Our work there was very stimulating, exhausting, and encouraging. We look forward to ongoing contact

with them over the next several years.

We alsohad some relaxation time anglent on some sightseeing and educational adventures.

After the first raining event we had a wonderful Brazilian BBQ dinner with Delbert and Mirtha Unruh,

Theodore andEleanorUnruh, and Holly ashNorma. SNESy ® 61 2t f 2Qa oONRGKSNI gl &

Commerce and Industry and then Minister of Finance for the CountrgraigBay. His book is a very
interesting read about implementing Mennonite values and being accountable to the church while in
these positions.) The food was delicious and the conversation was stimulatireglacational as we
gainedinsight into the Memonite migration and
ongoinginvolvement in Paraguay. We discussed the
amazing successés.g. Mennonite farms and
businesses produce 80% of all dairy products in
Paraguayand the very significant challenges, both in
their beginnings (starting inthe &t My and Q& 0
currently.

On Saturday we had lunch
with Delbert anchis family.
They usuallgather forlunch
on Saturdayor atraditional
Guaranimeal that is cooked in g
a traditionalpot over an open fire. The dishdalledGuko.

After lunch, @muel and Damarig/iens took
us to the Mennonite Hospital at Kilometer 81
(81 Kilometers from Asuncion). It was {
started as a Leprosy Hospital and continues:
to address that issue along with other :
stigmatized Ihesses like AidesSamuelgrew up there H; father was
Dr. Carlos Wiens, one of the very early and continuing doctors
developing and teaching about innovative and effective ways to treat
Leprosy




On Sunday, after attending a German speaking service 8
Concordia Mennonite ChurcBetti and Wesley Kéér
(pictured here in their home with their childregave us a
wonderfultour of Asuncion, including government
buildings,cathedrals hospitalsnew public use waterfront
recreational area includingbiking, walking, jogging,
skatelparding, etc. traiblong the riverand the shanty
town in the government plazéor families displace by
flooding. In thenewer part of Asunciowe saw new high
rise buildingsand beautiful modernshopping malls, ande
took a break in our sightseeing fawonderful cup of

coffee and some traditional Paraguayan snacks at the Lido
Bar in downtown old Asuncion.

Our secondveekend trip was to théguazuFalls(It

is one of the New Seven Wonders of the Wpdd
amazing experience to see it both from a distance
and very closg¢.and theltaipu Dam andPower
Plant(it was the largest in the world until China
recently built a larger one)lt is on the baoder of
Brazil and Paguay and the power from the 20
generatords shared equally by the twcountries.
Paraguay usgsower from two of their generators
and sells the balance ta&il (apparently the price is in constant contention).
We also visited a bird sanctuary with an
amazing array of beautiful colors, shaesl
sizes)We were taken on this trip by Delbert
and Mirtha Unruh. On the wahere we visited g
CdegioGutenburg inCampo Nuevo (a new ancsss
very modern school that serves both German
and Latin students). We had lunch in the ho
of the Principallarcello Warkentinwho
attended the training bong
with many of his staff) and familyWe enjoyed seeing their

& O K 2st&ff réspect agreement, one of the strategies we

' suggest to support the Discipline That Restores system by
modeling restorative justica the adult relationships. On

the way home, we stopped at an amazing pottery market and
purchased a simple and velRaraguayamativity set (to add

to our collection from places we have visited around the
world).




After the third training and on the third @ekend we rested at our
hotel. We also had dinner with friends who had studied here at
Fresno Pacific University and attended our church. Together with
Mathias and Cynthia and their children we enjoyed ano@Bezilian
BBQ. An interesting feature of the restaurant was that they had a
ésupervised/ dZNBE SNBE ¢ G6KSNB (KS OKAf R
talked for 3 hours, the children alternated between eating and playij
It was great.Mathias and Cynthia worked #te Leprosy Hospital,
Kilometer 81. While working there Mathias was diagnosed with
Leprosy (not from exposure there) and because of an early diagnog
and treatment, he has no ongoing symptoms. Mathias has become
board member and spokesperson for amanization and effort to

reduce the stigma related to having Leprosy. He is frequently calle
on to tell his story.

_ Ricardo Friesen, who also attended the CEMTA training, and his wife
- Wendy and their children invited us to their home for BBQ and aniege
2F adAYdzAZ FdAy3a O2y@BSNEIGA2Y ® wi OF NR2
study at our FPU Center for PeacemakiBgfore we left for the trip, Dan
and Helmine Bigler, who recently returned from living in Paraguay for the
last 7 years and who now live Visalia, CAgraciously invited us for dinner
i andgave us a very helpful introduction to ParaguBgth Dan and Helmine
studied and implemented restorative justice disciplirtéelmine is the
person who introduced oudTRbook in Paraguay.

We were venyfortunate not tohave been sick on the trip. Unfortunately
almost all of the schools we had contact with, reported needing
substitutes to start the school year (their summer was ending and our
training was just before school started for their 2016 schaalr) because
many of their teachers, some who attended the training events, were sick with Dengue.

After some rest we were given alour ride byHarold Harder and friend(who spdke German, Spanish,
and Guaranbut little English) tdhe Filadelfa Cdony, inthe Chaco. The Chaco is a region of Paraguay
that until the late 180@&as inhabited primarilyy indigenougpeoplewho lived by hunting and

gathering. It was an area that was frequently contested territory by Paraguay, Bolivia, and Argkntina.
is an area that has no rivers and the water available is only what falls in the four to five months of rainy
season, at least seven months are dwye, in California, could learn a lot from the methods they have
developed to gather water and use it meoefficiently and effectively.



Ly GKS tF3S mynnQa unttRe eadS Ol
of WWII Mennonites migrated tanany different locations,
includingParaguayto flee persecutionfor religiousand
educationalfreedom, and freedom from mandary Military
Service. They purchased the land from the Paraguayan #*
government androm a private investor who had purchasedgs
a large tracof the land. At the entrance to the Mennonite |
history museum park in Filadglfis areplica of the gate that &
many Mennonitepassed through on the train as they Weresr mm e
fleeingfrom Russia Passig through the gate, they B R i -
celebratad freedom and safety.

Whenthey first arrived they had ngovernment services like water, roads, communicatigoower, etc.
They had to collaborate to survive. They formed ctiltes that provided the usual government
services. From near to their arrival and continuing to today, they paid taxes to the Paraguay
government and did not ask for or receive anywssgs. Now a few services are provided but most are
still provided by the collectives, including a large system of roads that are graded regularly to prevent
washboard and many are desighto channel water to colledbr watering parks, etc.

We visied several schools in the Chaco. Here we are pictured at
ColegioFiladelfa and Roxanne, with Principal Ronald Unruh, is
answering questiosifrom students about the USA. These
students spoke German, Spanish, and English. A humbling
experience for usWe visiteda breeding farn{to protect prize
winning blood lines)museums, and were introduced to the
colony concept where the farmers live together in a community

- ’ and then drive to

S their farms. An

interesting conceptcommon to some other parts of the
world. We saw and discussed the disparity in the living,
hospital, and school resources etc. of the German
Mennonites and the indigenous, many who are proudly (in
the best sense of the word) committed Mennonites. The
disparity is TR
significantand
somewhat
reminiscent of
the Mennonite
experience in Russia during the time of the Bolshevik
revolution. Our Mennonite affluence here in the US is not s
different but the setting is different. Itis a very complex ¥
issue. Many Mennonites in Paraguay are awardltd issue,
concerned, and working on it.




